ELECTRONIC VOICE PHENOMENON (EVP) WORK using DVR (digital voice recorder)
ELECTRONIC VOICE PHENOMENON (EVP)…recordings of disembodied sounds and voices picked up during an investigation using digital or tape recorders or other audio recording devices.  A true EVP is not heard with the human ear at the time of recording but is discovered during the playback analysis of the evidence gathered during an investigation.  EVPs may be readily audible, or they may require significant electronic modification or "clean-up" in order to be understood.
GENERAL:

· Check your equipment…make sure you have plenty of recording time available and that you have FRESH BATTERIES!

· Recorder setup (static or carry)…start recording by giving name/date/location/time

· Beware when walking that recorders are very sensitive…"swishing" sound of jeans, sounds of footsteps, etc can all washout possible EVPs.  

· Never whisper while doing EVP work, speak out loud.  Otherwise, it’s too easy to mistake another investigator's whisper for EVP

· If you bump into something, hear an outside noise that could be misinterpreted later or overhear other investigators speaking, note that into recorder (Ex: ambient noise is Brian talking; loud knock was me kicking over a board, etc)

· Be aware of unconsciously contaminating recording by tapping on the recorder, sliding it around on table top, breathing heavily near it, etc.

· You can do EVP work anywhere, day or night.  Daytime sweeps of a cemetery can often yield results; same with abandoned buildings.

DOING EVP WORK:

· When beginning EVP session, state your name and who is in the room with you.  You can also do this as an "intro" to whatever ghost might be listening in.
· Explain what you're doing and that the recorder picks up voices that the human ear can't hear, so that the ghost should feel free to speak and you'll listen to their responses later.
· Speak slowly and clearly and loud enough for the recorder to pick up your voice.

· Basic Q & A…what's your name?  What are you doing here?  Do you know the year?  Are you angry at someone?  Would you like to give a message to anyone?  Treat this as your basic "cocktail party getting to know you" conversation.

· Leave space between your questions for an answer.

· Don't be afraid to sit quietly for awhile.

· If any noises occur during the session, explain them (dog barking outside, another investigator whispering) or note that you don't know their source (door slammed but no one was there, etc).
· Show some respect…acknowledge that you're on their former turf.  

· Thank the spirit for his/her time and say good-bye when you end.

PROVOKING:

An aggressive form of EVP work.  Entails getting loud, getting angry or insulting, pushing "hot" buttons.  Usually done if you know the entity has been aggressive/rude to others (homeowners, investigators, etc).   Can backfire if done too aggressively.  No call for it under most circumstances.

REVIEW OF EVIDENCE AFTERWARD:

· Boring because you have to listen to the entire thing on the off chance you caught a single EVP!

· Some EVPs are clear words ("Party",  "Marvin"); others are more like muttering and can only be understood by using a computer program for cleanup.  Even then, you might not be able to make out the actual words, but it doesn’t mean that they’re not legitimate EVP.
· EVPs may also be sounds (music, cuckoo clock, etc)

· Be careful not to mistake another person's whisper for an EVP.  Chances are if two people have the same "EVP" on their recorder it is outside contamination.  And if you heard the sound when it was recorded, it's not an EVP (might be paranormal but that would be a disembodied voice, instead)

· Again, the computer program can usually differentiate voice patterns and indicate if one is out of the standard range.
